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Governor Abbott, TEA Bolster Educational Resources On
Israeli Conflict For Texas Students

October 20,2023 | Austin, Texas | Press Release

Governor Greg Abbott today encouraged schools across the state to utilize additional lessons and resources shared by
the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to increase awareness and understanding of the Israel-Hamas war and root causes of
conflictin the region. In addition to the current curriculum on Israel, antisemitism, genocide, and the Holocaust, the new
resources and lessons will help educators and parents ensure Texas students have a thorough understanding of the
current acts of war, regional violence, and the conflict in Israel.

“The State of Texas stands strong with Israel and our Jewish neighbors during the heinous acts of war committed by the
terrorist group Hamas, and we will not allow misinformation and prejudice to undermine the support the Jewish
community needs during this time of conflict,” said Governor Abbott. “These additional resources will supplement the
current comprehensive approach to teaching world studies in Texas by providing our students an elevated understanding
of the current conflict in Israel through informed classroom discussions, multimedia resources, and in-depth learning
experiences. | thank the Texas Education Agency and partners like the Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism
Advisory Commission for working to ensure our students are protected against false information and historical
misrepresentations that breed hatred and condone violence against innocent communities. The future of Texas depends
on the thorough education and guidance of our bright students. Working together, we can eliminate the ignorance that
spurs antisemitism and bigotry through knowledge and truth.”

Today, TEA issued correspondence to school systems across the state with additional resources and lessons available,
including:

e Support for Classroom Discussion on the Hamas-Israel War for Grades 6-12, provided by the Institute for Curriculum
Services

» What Is U.S. Policy on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict? for Grades 9-12, provided by the Council on Foreign Relations

» 10 Ways to Have Conscientious Conversations on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict for Grades 6-12, provided by the Anti-
Defamation League

o How to Talk to Kids About Violence, Crime, and War, provided by Common Sense Media

To assist schools with Holocaust, genocide, and antisemitism education, the Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and
Antisemitism Advisory Commission has provided resources on antisemitism and guidelines for teaching to help students
better understand the conflict in Israel. In 2019, Governor Abbott sighed Senate Bill 1828 to establish Holocaust
Remembrance Week in Texas public schools to educate students about the Holocaust and their responsibility to
recognize and uphold human dignity.

Governor Abbott has taken significant action to ensure Texas maintains a strong and supportive relationship with Israel,
including:

« Distributing over $4 million in grant funding to 31 Jewish organizations that will support security enhancements

» Directing the Texas Department of Public Safety to coordinate with local partners and federal intelligence agencies on
heightened public safety measures across the state
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Issuing an Executive Order directing all Texas state agencies to refrain from purchasing goods produced in or exported

from the Gaza Strip and from any organization or state actor with ties to Hamas

Establishing the Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism Advisory Commission

Awarding more than $19 million through his Public Safety Office for security enhancement projects to houses of

worship, such as synagogues

Banning all state agencies from engaging.in business or investments with companies that boycott Israel
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